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Nonpartisan
Early voting: October 24 – November 4

VOTERS GUIDE
November 8, 2016
General Election
Collin County Offices

Election Day Polls: November 8 − 7 am to 7 pm

About this Voters Guide
This Voters Guide is published by the League of
Women Voters of Collin County to help citizens
prepare to cast an informed vote. The League
of Women Voters encourages informed and
active participation in government. The League
does not support or oppose any political party
or candidate.
This guide is available online at
www.lwvcollin.org, along with guides for
other offices that include all or part of Collin
County.
Candidate responses for all races are also
available at www.VOTE411.org, where you
can enter an address and view a personalized
ballot with races specific to that address.
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for
each office, whether or not the race is
contested. Candidate replies were subject to a
character limit and are printed without editing
or verification. If a candidate did not respond

by the deadline, "No response received" is
printed. Candidates were asked to avoid
references to their opponents. Photos are
included for candidates who provided them.
This Voters Guide is organized by office
sought, with candidates listed in alphabetical
order, regardless of their political party.
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District Judge
4 year term. Must be 25 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a practicing lawyer, a resident of Texas, and a
resident of the district represented. Responsible for cases including felony criminal cases, civil cases
with higher amounts of controversy, and family law matters.
QUESTION - UNCONTESTED
Even though your race is not contested at this
Balance: What is your view on balancing mercy
time, please share with voters your priorities for
and justice?
the next term and how you will address them.
Impartiality: How do you maintain impartiality,
given the necessity of raising funds for political
QUESTIONS - CONTESTED
campaigns?
Growth: What challenges will the continuing
Other Issues: What other issues do you believe
growth of the county present to the district
will be most pressing in the District Courts, and
courts, and how would you address them?
how would you address them?
Access to Justice: What, if anything, should be
done to improve access to justice for low income
residents in civil and criminal cases?

199th District Judge, Angela Tucker (Republican Party)
No response received

380th District Judge, Ben Smith (Republican Party)
No response received

401st District Judge, Mark Rusch (Republican Party)
No response received
Contact Information:
keepjudgerusch@gmail.com
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
keepjudgerusch.org
www.facebook.com/judgemarkru
sch
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Education: University of Dallas, B.A. Political
Philosophy, cum laude, University of Houston
College of Law, J.D.
Experience: 2000-present-Judge, 401st
District Court, 1996-2000-Judge County Court
at Law #4, 1984-1995-Collin County District
Attorney's office, Board Certified in Criminal
Law, 32 yrs extensive experience in all facets
of the law: civil, criminal, family law
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416th District Judge, Daniel Correa (Libertarian Party)
Contact Information:
daniel@correaforcollincountyjudg
e.com
(214) 310-3444
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.correaforcollincountyjudge.c
om
www.facebook.com/Correaforcolli
ncountyjudge
Growth: No response received.
Access to Justice: Among the many
principles of justice to which I subscribe, the
principle that social and economic inequalities
must inure to the benefit of the least well-off is
one. Access to justice involves not only
committing funds to enable the less well off
and marginalized groups and persons to secure
some representation, but it also involves
educational efforts. I intend to create symposia
covering various legal subjects, open to the
public, with a primary effort to involve lowincome residents.
Balance: Mercy should inform a judge’s
understanding of justice. If judicial action is
viewed as merciful rather than just, the rule of
law is undermined. For example, to call
merciful a judge’s decision to impose a lesser
punishment or penalty when a larger one is
available renders mercy arbitrary. Relatedly, if
to take the merciful route would appear the
right thing under the circumstances, then
arguably it would be unjust not to take that
route. To lend transparency to what judges do,
it is important clearly to articulate what justice
requires and consistently to act in accord with
just principles.

Education: -New York University School of
Law, LL.M. (2013) -Oklahoma City University
School of Law, J.D. (2011) -University of
California, Los Angeles, B.A. (2007)
Experience: I have primarily practiced in civil
litigation since 2011. I have handled criminal
cases and hold academic accolades in Criminal
Procedure and Jurisprudence. I also teach
Federal Government and Texas Government at
Tarrant County College.
Impartiality: As a United States Army
veteran, I am accustomed to living up to the
oaths I take. I took an oath to conduct myself
with integrity in the practice of law. I take this
oath serious as I have great respect for law.
Through law we are able to achieve our
greatest cooperative ventures and foster trust
and civility between each other. Impartial
judges are necessary to maintain this trust and
civility. To ensure I am conducting myself
accordingly, I plan to conduct quarterly open
meetings for the general public to discuss how
the courts are working and how they can
improve.
Other Issues: There are three issues:
transparency, consistent application of law,
and accessibility to the general public. I will
hold open meetings for the general public. I
will create an online database with reasoned
opinions for every dispositive or substantive
motion or plea so lawyers and the general
public can plan their cases, and ensure I am
consistent. I will employ every effort to involve
minority and marginalized groups in jury pools,
and hold open symposiums for the general
public to learn different areas of the law,
because people must understand law to be
governed by it.

416th District Judge, Andrea Thompson (Republican Party)
Contact Information:
Andrea4Texas@gmail.com
(972) 679-5090
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.Andrea4Texas.com
www.facebook.com/Andrea4Texas
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Education: I attended Plano Senior High
School, then received a BS from Texas A&M
University before receiving my JD from South
Texas College of Law in Houston.
Experience: I served as Collin County District
Clerk from December 2011 - December 2015.
Prior to that I was an attorney practicing in
the area of family law with my own law firm
from 2003 - 2011 when the District Judges
asked me to serve as District Clerk.
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Growth: The growth in the county will
continue to strain our judicial resources and
effective courtroom management will be key.
Family law cases are more than 50% of the
cases filed in Collin County and growing. There
are twice as many family law cases filed as
criminal and almost twice as many family law
as civil cases. With my family law background I
would be able to immediately take a larger
percentage of family law cases, have no
learning curve and therefore more quickly help
residents receive the relief they need from the
court.
Access to Justice: Improving access to
justice is our duty and it improves court
efficiency. As an attorney, I provided hundreds
of hours of free & discounted services to
clients. I am currently a member of the Texas
Guide & File team working to develop and
provide free online forms for legal filings.This
program will walk self represented litigants
through legal forms and then electronically file
them with the court. Judges are leaders and as
a judge I can encourage broader access to out
of court settlement options in civil matters and
encourage attorneys to accept more pro cases
in all practice areas.
Balance: My family law clients often faced
behavior by the other spouse that was
devastating to their family. In discussing their
choices in how to respond, we discussed
whether the action was morally wrong or
illegal. Infidelity is immoral, it isn’t illegal. The

injured spouse may feel angry, but retribution
may not be best for the children. Mercy and
justice sit in a similar balance. Our laws
demand justice, which is decided by a finding
of guilt or fault. Yet mercy may be served by
the length of a sentence or the amount of a
judgment based on weighing the specific facts
of a case.
Impartiality: Unfortunately in Texas we elect
our judiciary and campaigns cost money, but
there are voluntary limits to contributions
which I have chosen to accept so that no 1
special interest group or law firm may
contribute enough to decide the outcome of my
election or give the appearance of impropriety.
In fact, my campaign is mostly funded by my
friends and family, with the smallest
percentage of donors, by far, being attorneys.
Other Issues: In Collin County, two family
law cases are filed for every criminal or civil
case and the number of family law cases is
growing at twice the rate of civil or criminal
cases. Few of us know someone affected by
violent crime, but we all know someone
affected by a family law matter. We need
judges who understand the complexities and
both sides of cases involving family violence,
child support obligations, divorce, adoption and
CPS. I have dedicated my career to these
complex problems and finding solutions that
preserve families and their finances. We have a
need—my experience is the solution

469th District Judge, Piper McCraw (Republican Party)
No response received

470th District Judge, Emily Miskel (Republican Party)
Contact Information:
emily@emilymiskel.com
(972) 885-8510
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.miskelforjudge.com
www.facebook.com/miskelforjudge

Uncontested: A family court case can be the
most difficult time of a person's life. I always
want to treat litigants fairly and with dignity,
compassion, and respect. My priorities are to
set cases quickly, to reach cases when they
are set, to maximize efficiency with the court's
time, and to try to reduce cost for the people
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Education: Emily Miskel received her law
degree from Harvard Law School. Her
undergraduate degree is a Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical Engineering from
Stanford University. She graduated with
distinction, in the top 15% of her class.
Experience: Emily Miskel practiced family
law at a firm in Plano before being appointed
to the 470th district court by Gov. Abbott.
She is board certified in family law by the
Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
appearing in my court. I resolve to treat all
parties and lawyers the same, even when they
represent themselves, and to minimize
unnecessary roadblocks to court access. I want
my court to uphold the Constitution and our
American values for our justice system.

County Court at Law Judge
4 year term. Must be 25 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a practicing lawyer, a resident of Texas, and a
resident of the county. Responsible for cases including misdemeanor or criminal cases, class C
appeals, civil matters, mental health cases, and probate matters.
QUESTION - UNCONTESTED
Even though your race is not contested at this
time, please share with voters your priorities for
the next term and how you will address them.

County Court at Law Judge 7, David Waddill (Republican Party)
No response received
Contact Information:
David@DavidWaddill.com
(469) 734-6629
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.DavidWaddill.com
www.facebook.com/DavidWaddill-Republican-for-Judge-forCollin-County-Court-at-Law-7871157039665022

Education: Texas Tech University School of
Law Doctor of Jurisprudence 1986 University of
Texas at Austin Bachelor of Business
Administration 1983
Experience: Assistant District Attorney 20+
yrs.; 1st & 2nd Assistant, Chief of Grand Jury
& Intake, Handled over 10,000 cases
Managing Partner of firm & solo practitioner handling both civil and criminal law matters.
Judicial appellate clerks

District Clerk
4 year term. Must be 18 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a resident of the
district represented. Responsible for the judicial records of the District Courts.
QUESTION - UNCONTESTED
Even though your race is not contested at this
time, please share with voters your priorities for
the next term and how you will address them.

District Clerk, Lynne Chupp Finley (Republican Party)
No response received
Contact Information:
LynneChuppFinley@gmail.com
(972) 489-4304
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.lynnefinley.com
www.facebook.com/lynnefinleyca
mpaign

Education: B.A. in Telecommunications from
Texas Tech, 1990; J.D. from South Texas
College of Law, 1994; Master of Arts in Mass
Communications, 1996.
Experience: 20+ years as an attorney
practicing in human resources, health care,
regulatory compliance, IT, data management,
records retention, and civil, family and criminal
law.

League of Women Voters is a Nonpartisan Organization
The LWV never supports or opposes candidates for office or political parties, and any use of the League of Women
Voters name in campaign advertising or literature has not been authorized by the League.

LWV OF COLLIN COUNTY
VOTERS GUIDE

March 1, 2016, Primary Election
Collin County Offices

County Commissioner
4 year term. Must be 18 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a resident of the
district represented. Responsible for representing the citizens of the district in which he/she is elected
in the Collin County Commissioners Court, which conducts the general business of the county and
oversees financial matters.
QUESTION - UNCONTESTED
Even though your race is not contested at this time,
please share with voters your priorities for the next
term and how you will address them.

County Commissioner, Precinct 1, Susan Fletcher (Republican Party)
No response received
Contact Information:
susan@voteSusanFletcher.com
(972) 567-4162
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.votesusanfletcher.com
www.facebook.com/voteSusanFletcher

Education: BFA - University of North
Texas, 1989 Interior Design / Industrial
Technology. Continuing Education
including Government Law & Liability
(through Attorney General) and
Commissioners Court Leadership Academy
(through Texas A&M / VG Young Institute)
Experience: Professional background in
Commercial Interior Construction, Project
Management & Space Planning, for
several corporate entities, in addition to
owning my own business. Service on
several governmental policy committees
has also prepared me to serve.

County Commissioner, Precinct 3, Chris Hill (Republican Party)
No response received

Tax Assessor and Collector
4 year term. Must be 18 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a resident of the
county.
QUESTION - UNCONTESTED
Even though your race is not contested at this
time, please share with voters your priorities for
the next term and how you will address them.

Tax Assessor and Collector, Kenneth Maun (Republican Party)
No response received
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Sheriff
4 year term. Must be 18 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a resident of the
county.
QUESTIONS - CONTESTED
Procedures: What changes, if any, are needed in Trust: What can the Sheriff do to improve the
law enforcement procedures in the county?
public trust in law enforcement?
Growth: What challenges to law enforcement will Other Issues: What other issues do you believe
the continuing growth of the county present, and
will be most pressing for the county Sheriff, and
how would you address them?
how would you address them?
Safety: What measures would you support to
address violence and crime in the county?

Sheriff, Jim Skinner (Republican Party)
Contact Information:
Jim@SkinnerforSheriff.com
(214) 762-8700
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
skinnerforsheriff.com
www.facebook.com/skinnerforshe
riff

Procedures: The new Sheriff’s challenge will
be to lead the Office into the future with an
eye towards exceeding the level of service that
our citizens deserve and have come to expect.
Leadership that provides planning for growth in
the jail, for increasing the professional
development of deputies and detention
officers, and that ensures quality education
and training for all employees, is essential to
the safety and well being of our citizens.
Additionally, close coordination between our
DA, the Courts, probation officials and the jail,
will be essential to ensure overcrowding of the
jail does not occur.
Growth: The explosive growth that we
continue to experience will cause a strain on
law enforcement staffing as calls for service
increase. Work being done throughout the
County on our transportation infrastructure
may result in deputies handling an increased
volume of calls as road construction causes
unexpected problems, i.e. road hazards, traffic
congestion, breakdowns, and accidents. Also,
maintaining the standards of detention officers
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Education: Doctor of Jurisprudence, May
2001, University of Houston; Bachelor of
Science/Criminal Justice (minor in
Corrections), May 1990, University of Central
Texas; USAF NCO Leadership School, Cannon
AFB, NM, 1986; TCOLE Certified Texas Master
Peace Officer
Experience: 25-year law enforcement veteran
(Patrol, SWAT, Narcotics, Homicide, WhiteCollar fraud); former 2nd Assistant District
Attorney/Chief of Special Prosecutions
Division, Collin County DA’s Office; and Special
Prosecutor (public corruption matter).
and staff, while providing for the safety and
well being of 900+ inmates in the county jail
will be among our most pressing issues as we
look ahead to the future.
Safety: I support the use of intelligence-led
policing (ILP), which effectively reduces crime.
ILP collects and analyzes data and conditions
that contribute to crime, resulting in products
that aid law enforcement (LE) in developing
strategic planning and tactical responses to
counter current or emerging crime threats. ILP
is used as a tool for information sharing both
within LE agencies and between private/public
sector stakeholders and the intelligence
community. ILP aids LE agencies in identifying
threats and developing enforcement strategies
to prevent those crime threats from reaching
fruition.
Trust: Full transparency and an Open-Door
policy are two integral components that must
exist in order for law enforcement leaders to
build and then maintain the trust of the
citizens they serve. Equally important is to
correct misinformation or false narratives that
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are perpetuated in any form of media. Law
enforcement officials owe it to the public they
serve to ensure in a straightforward and direct
manner that facts concerning any particular
law enforcement related incident or matter are
reported accurately. Law enforcement should
use various forms of social media to keep the
public informed.
Other Issues: Unfortunately, drug use,
burglaries and theft will continue to be a
problem. With enforcement efforts aimed at
curbing the raging Rx drug epidemic, addicts

have turned to heroin as a substitute for the
prescription painkillers they now cannot
acquire. With increased use of heroin,
overdoses and deaths will increase, and
property losses will rise as people turn to crime
to support their drug habit. As Sheriff, I will
work with other stakeholders from every
community to coordinate efforts at education,
treatment and enforcement designed to help
reduce the use of narcotics and dangerous
drugs.

Sheriff, Daniel St. Clair (Libertarian Party)
No response received

Justice of the Peace
4 year term. Must be 18 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a resident of the
district represented. Responsible for civil cases and criminal misdemeanor cases punishable by fine
only.
QUESTIONS - CONTESTED
Procedures: What changes, if any, are needed in Accessibility: The JP Courts are often referred to
court procedures in your precinct?
as “The People’s Courts.” What measures do you
Poverty/Homelessness: What are the effects of support to make the JP courts more accessible to
poverty and homelessness on Justice of the Peace the people?
cases, and how would you address them?
Other Issues: What other issues do you believe
will be most pressing for the county Justice of the
Peace courts, and how would you address them?

Justice of the Peace, Pct. 3, Pl. 1, Ramona Brumfield (Democratic
Party)
Contact Information:
BrumfieldforJP3@gmail.com
(972) 905-0463
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.collindemocrats.org/ramona
-brumfield-justice-of-the-peacejudge-seat-precinct-3-1
twitter.com/B1forjustice
www.facebook.com/Ramona-PBrumfield-candidate-Justice-ofthe-Peace-Judge-Collin-County720475241422046
Procedures: Mandatory electronic filing has
been launch in most courtrooms; however the
JP3-1 courtroom does not have E-filing
established as of yet. E-filing is important
because documents are electronically filed and
stored properly which give faster accessibility.
By eliminating mailing, handling, and keying in
returns, the E-filing process will yield a cost
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Education: Bachelor’s of Science in Business
Management, University of Phoenix, Dallas,
Texas University of Phoenix Lambda Sigma
Chapter of the International Business Honor
Society, Delta Mu Delta, Paralegal Certification
from Southern Methodist University
Experience: Worked in the legal field for
several years with emphasis on foreclosure
processes in 12 states, truancy mentor,
volunteers at the Legal Aid clinic in Plano and
Allen with assisting the public with pro bono
legal aid counseling. Member of Kiwanis.
savings as a result of the reduction of
duplicated manual processing. Court
employees should be given raises according to
their 0% error job performances. Diversity
training should be recommended for all
Justices due to changing demographics.
Poverty/Homelessness: We are past moral
decay when it comes to the issue of
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homelessness. The Justice of the Peace Courts
can become more involved in eviction cases
which creates a potential homelessness
population. The JP courtroom can establish a
collaborative pilot program design to assist
landlords and tenants in resolving back rent
situations without receiving a credit damaging
judgment. I am seeking to create an Eviction
Diversion program in Collin County by
collaborating with community agencies who will
assist to fund this program and start this
initiative.
Accessibility: The majority of people in Collin
County works a 9 to 5 job and often fined it
difficult to get away from work without facing a
write up or perhaps utilizing their vacation
hours to handle their personal obligations. The
JP Courts are “The People’s Court” and the
courts should be more accessible to “The

People”. The measures I support to make the
JP Courts more accessible are to hold night
court, once a month, every other month while
having all the Justice of the Peace Judges
rotate this responsibility. This will give “The
People” greater accessibility to the court
system.
Other Issues: I believe that as more eviction
cases are being heard there will be an influx in
truancy cases. As a previous truancy mentor, I
am very familiar with the conditions that may
cause a child to end up in truancy court. As
Justice of the Peace Judge, I will push for more
parent and student engagement. I would
recommend more mentoring programs into the
school system. I realize a Judge’s words can
have a profound effect on our youth. I will
make sure the words I speak are of wisdom,
honesty, and encouragement to our children.

Justice of the Peace, Pct. 3, Pl. 1, Chuck Ruckel (Republican Party)
Contact Information:
ruckel202@hotmail.com
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.facebook.com/Re-ElectChuck-Ruckel-for-Justice-of-thePeace-119823634798101

Procedures: Justice Court is still a paper
system in an electronic world. It is imperative
that we move these courts into the 21 century.
We will always need to allow paper filings,
reports, and evidence but our Court can be
much more efficient by using technologies and
software that are available.
Poverty/Homelessness: Most of our eviction
cases are due to non-payment of rent. Often
this occurs because the occupants have fallen
on hard economic times due largely to loss of
employment, illness, or divorce. After eviction,
many of these people become homeless.
Churches and non-profit organizations could
become more proactive in helping in the short
term preventing some of the homelessness.
Accessibility: Education is the key to
accessibility. Many citizens do not know what
the Justice of the Peace even does other than
marriages. It is the “People’s Court” because
an average citizen can plead their case at a
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Education: BS Engineering, UT - Austin; MS
Management, UT - Dallas; Sam Houston State
University - Leadership & Command College;
Leadership Plano Class IV; Registered
Professional Engineer; Master Peace Officer;
Over 200 hours of Judicial training.
Experience: 3 years as Justice of the Peace,
Precinct 3-1; Approximately 25 years with the
Collin County Sheriff's Office retiring as the
head of the Field Operations Division.
Experienced in management, budgeting, and
solving complex problems.
very low cost and seek “justice” for any dispute
as long as the amount in question is $10,000
or less. There are also a number of other
services that are available. Some of these
include mental warrants, occupational driver’s
license, hot checks, and truancy. Justice Courts
hear all criminal cases that are fine only. We
need to increase access to technology and
simplify the filing process.
Other Issues: Staff and staff pay – All Collin
County justice Courts have small, efficient
staffs. These staff members are expected to
know the law, work with citizens, Courts,
lawyers, law enforcement, DA’s, and numerous
others all without making any mistakes. Yet,
they are paid as an entry-level position. If the
clerks were fairly compensated, there would be
less employee turnover. Turnover is not only
expensive and time consuming, it is frustrating
for the citizens. Court Security – Justice Court
security is lacking and must be improved.
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Constable
4 year term. Must be 18 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a resident of the
district represented.
QUESTION - UNCONTESTED
Even though your race is not contested at this
time, please share with voters your priorities for
the next term and how you will address them.

Constable, Precinct 1, Mark Wester (Libertarian Party)
No response received

Constable, Precinct 1, Shane Williams (Republican Party)
No response received

Constable, Precinct 2, Gary Edwards (Republican Party)
No response received

Constable, Precinct 3, Sammy Knapp (Republican Party)
No response received
Contact Information:
sknapp@co.collin.tx.us
(972) 984-0404
Website/Facebook/YouTube:
www.collincountytx.gov/constable
s/constable_3
www.facebook.com/people/Const
able-SammyKnapp/100005040556204

Education: Bryan Adams High School, Dallas,
Texas Bishop College, Dallas, Texas Collin
College, Plano, Texas Master Police Officer
Certificate
Experience: Constable Sammy Knapp has
over 40 years of law enforcement experience.
Grand Prairie Police Department DFW Airport
Police Department Plano Police Department
Collin County Constable Pct. 3 (Deputy) Collin
County Constable Pct. 3 (Elected Constable)

Constable, Precinct 4, Joe Wright (Republican Party)
No response received

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of
printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas
Election Code, Section 61.011)

Your vote is your voice. Be heard.
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